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on all, with truth.    It is ours to sow; it is God's
to fructify.

" And let no suspicion of any dissension between
us remain. Let us not be of those of whom it is
said: I am not come to send peace but a sword.
Let us be of those to whom it is said: ily peace
I give unto you. My peace I leave with you.

" I have written a very short letter, for a few
words to a wise man suffice.'*

The dissension was rather one-sided, for it appears
that Offa continued to write friendly letters to
Karl. In the end^ Karl replied in a more than
friendly letter, which is on many accounts well
worth reproducing entire. It is the earliest extant
commercial treaty with an English kingdom.
The date is 796, four years before he became
emperor.

" Charles, by the grace of God King of the Ep. 57
Franks and Lombards and Patricius of the A-D-79<5-
Romans, to his dearest brother the venerated Offa,
King of the Mercians, wishes present prosperity
and eternal beatitude in Christ. To keep with in-
most affection of heart the concord of holy love
and the laws of friendship and peace federated in
unity, among royal dignities and the great person-
ages of the world, is wont to be profitable to many.
And if we are bidden by our Lord's precept to
loose the tangles of enmity, how much more ought
we to be careful to bind the chains of love. We
therefore, my most loved brother, mindful of the
ancient pact between us, have addressed to your
reverence these letters, that our treaty, fixed firm
in the root of faith, may flourish in the fruit of
love. We have read over the epistles of your
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